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From where we cometh
• 1979 – Philippines

• 1985 – Start of  Polio immunisation programme

• 350 000 new cases annually

• Over 125 countries endemic



TITLE  |  33



TITLE  |  4

Our success
• South East Asia

• Nigeria’s success

• Africa…a year later

• Less than 1000 cases per year
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Southeast Asia: Certified Polio-Free 27 March 2014

80 % of  the world is 
now living polio-free

4 out of  6 global 
regions 

polio-free
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A leap of faith
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Africa: Nigeria polio-free for more than one year
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AFRICA – 1 YEAR POLIO FREE
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Public Health Emergency of  International Concern

Temporary recommendations for all exporting and 
polio affected countries



Wild Poliovirus Cases

Endemic country

Wild poliovirus type 1

1Excludes viruses detected from environmental surveillance.
2Onset of paralysis 08 January 2015 – 07 July 2015

Only Afghanistan and 
Pakistan have reported 

cases in 2015
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Polio vaccination kiosks and Permanent Transit Points 
installed to reach children wherever they are

Inside high rise building in 
Saddar Safari Park Sinbad Amusement Park

Alladin Park

Karachi Cantt. railway 
station

Super Highway toll 
Plaza 21

Pakistan reaches more children despite challenges

Badami Bagh Bus Stand, 
Lahore 
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What advocacy role has
Rotary played?
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“I have been lobbied by you 
and by your leaders for a 
substantial commitment by 
the Australian Government to 
the campaign to eradicate 
polio .”

- Australia Prime Minister Tony Abbott

Advocacy
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Advocacy

“Pakistan’s commitment to polio 
eradication remains firm and 
resolute.  The chief  ministers of  
all the provinces are paying 
special attention to ensure that 
every child is reached by the 
polio programme.”

- President of  Pakistan
H. E. Mamnoon Hussain
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Key messages

• Polio eradication is Rotary’s highest priority

• We want to encourage your continued support

• Governments must play a leading role

• Our leaders must become advocates in our 
communities
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What your contributions fund

Transportation

Social mobilization 

Staff and volunteer  uniforms

Surveillance

Technology
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Raise Awareness by Storytelling
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Rotary’s  Communication  Strategy

Celebrity 
engagement

Special Event

Digital media

Traditional
media
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Celebrity engagement
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World’s Biggest
Commercial

Add your Photo

SAVE A CHILD FROM POLIO
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What you can do
• In your personal capacity and 

as an organisation continue 
advocacy 

• Hold an event every year on 
World Polio Day
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World  Polio Day

What do Rotary 
clubs do for 

World Polio Day?

Use World Polio Day for 
fundraising and 
awareness‐building

Host a viewing party for 
World Polio Day

Rotary uses its World 
Polio Day toolkit 
(endpolio.org) –
information and ideas
Use event video as club 
program

Use #worldpolioday
hashtag to share your 
club’s activities
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What is the legacy of  a polio-free world?

• Polio-free children 

forever

• Global laboratory 

network

• Health infrastructure
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What are the lessons learnt ?

• How to reach every child

• How to engage 

communities

• How to collaborate with 

others
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“Rotary’s voice is 
the most 
powerful 

weapon we 
have in the war 
against polio.”

Dr. Bruce Aylward
Assistant Director-General World 

Health Organization



Crossing the finishing line
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ThisClose
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