
  

 
 

WORLD HEALTH DAY CELEBRATION 2009 
 
The Umgungundlovu Health District held the World Health Day celebration on the 
7TH of April 2009 at the Area of Empolweni which is under Umshwathi 
Municipality. The theme of this event was: “SAVE LIVES, MAKE HOSPITALS 
SAFE IN EMERGENCIES” 
 
This celebration focuses on the safety of health facilities and the readiness of 
health workers who treat those affected by emergencies. Health centres and staff 
are critical lifelines for vulnerable people in disasters by treating injuries, 
preventing illnesses and caring for people's health needs. Among the dignitaries 
present were KZN Health MEC, Ms Peggy Nkonyeni, Dr Maseko, International 
President of the Health Traditional Organization (HTO), Mrs. Juqula, Chairperson 
of Vukuzenzele Traditional Healer Organization and Dr. Mhlongo - Chairperson- 
National Unitary Co-ordinating Committee of African Traditional Health 
Practitioners of SA, Mayor of uMshwathi, Cllr. B.M Gwala and Mayor of uMngeni, 
Cllr. Dladla, Inkosi Gcumisa, Inkosi Ntanzi, Inkosi Ndlovu.  
 
During the celebration the MEC unveiled a plan 
for building a new clinic in the Mpolweni Area 
which will be worth 15 Million Rand. She also urged 
Healers to grow and eat healthy food. “There is no cure for HIV and Aids people 
should stick to the medication currently available” she said to the community.  
 
“Heal your body Natural as it is natural” these were the words of Mrs. Juqula. 
She also said that jealousy among Healers must stop and if a Healer cannot 
assist the patient they should refer the patient to someone who can assist the 
patient. Dr Maseko pleaded with the Traditional Healers to work together with the 
DOH and that the DOH must ensure that there is a good platform and 
environment for working. 
 
Dr. Mhlongo said Traditional Healers are trusted by many people in the world and 
many people come to them with their problems. He also thanked the DOH for 
including Traditional Healers on its World Health Day. Healers will assist their 
patients to plant and eat healthy foods because most people who die of HIV/Aids 
do not eat the right food. He also urged the Healers to attend the Health 
Workshop by the DOH so as to educate themselves on Health issues. He 
assured the people that Traditional Healers receive five year training and that in 
terms of Act 22/2007 the community is protected from malpractices by Traditional 
Healers.  
Other Government Departments that attended the celebration were the 
Department Of Social Development who gave out 20 food parcels to the 
community. SASSA gave 10 vouchers to ARV patients and 6 uniforms to 



Muzikawuthandwa High School. Nine hundred and fifty six children at ten other 
schools will also receive uniforms. The DOH provided 300 reading glasses, 500 
walking sticks, 8 wheel chairs, 9 set of garden implements, 50 home based care 
kits to Zithuthukise Youth Group, Community Health Workers and Umshwathi 
CBO”S Two sets of soccer kits, two sets of Netball kits and 3 500 pencil cases 
were handed over to the Mayor, Councilor  B.M.Gwala. 
 
Services that were rendered by DOH were VCT, BP/ HGT screening, Eye 
Screening, Cervical Cancer Screening, Nutrition, Child Health, Minor Ailments 
and Rehabilitation. DSD had an Intake Help Desk and SASSA was giving Grants 
to Children and the Old Aged.  
 

 
 
By Edendale Hospital- PRO Mrs S. Mncube. 


