
 

UMGUNGUNDLOVU HEALTH DISTRICT WORLD AIDS DAY COMMEMORATION 
Umgungundlovu “Opera on Sukuma Sakhe” Ini a ve, led by the 
Honourable MEC For Finance Ms Ina Cronje and the District Coor‐
dinator Mrs M Zuma‐Mkhonza, held its Word Aids Day Commem‐
ora on Event at Mpofana Municipality, Mooiriver, on the 1st of 
December 2011. 

Among the dignitaries were the delega on from the Lesotho Gov‐
ernment led by the chief whip Mr Khoabane Theko, the KZN Pro‐
vincial Legislator Speaker Ms N P Nkonyeni, her Deputy Speaker 
Mr Mtholephi Mthimkhulu, Umgungundlovu District Mayor Cllr 
Yasuf Bamjee, Mpofane Municipality Mayor Cllr J N Mpangase 
and the Tradi onal leaders and healers and spiritual healers with‐
in the district.  

Addressing a packed community hall, the Honourable Speaker Ms 
N P Nkonyeni highlighted the Male Medical Circumcision (MMC) 
as part of the efforts which are directed at figh ng the spread of 
new HIV infec ons. Echoing her call for greater government and 
community par cipa on in the fight against HIV and Aids, the 
Honourable Chief Whip of the Lesotho Delega on Mr K Theko 
highlighted the interven ons that the government of Lesotho had 
implemented and the results they have produced.   

Umgungundlovu Health District Manager who is also the District 
Coordinator, Mrs M Zuma‐Mkhonza gave the district status as far 
as HIV and Aids pandemic is concerned. She highlighted that in 
the province, Umgungundlovu was leading as far as new infec‐

ons were concerned.  As part of the interven on strategy, the 
District has iden fied 5 priority areas namely: Preven on of HIV/
Aids, STI’s and TB; Sustain Health & wellness; Protec on of Hu‐
man Rights; Reducing Structural Vulnerability and Coordina on, 
Monitoring and Evalua on. She also stressed the need for preg‐
nant mothers to a end Ante‐Natal Clinics to ensure their babies 
were saved. There were messages of support from the mayors, 
the tradi onal leaders, the tradi onal healers and the spiritual 
healers.  

Hon Ms Ina Cronje & District Coordinator Mrs Zuma‐Mkhonza 

The Theme for 2011 was “GETTING TO ZERO AIDS RELATED 
DEATHS, ZERO NEW INFECTIONS, ZERO DISCRIMINATION”. In her 
Keynote Address,  Ms Ina Cronje stressed the importance of ob‐
serving the World Aids Day and con nued to stress that if we 
were to win the fight against HIV and Aids, new infec ons had to 
be stopped. “We need to protect our loved ones, our family, our 
friends, our communi es” she eluded. She was concerned about 
what she termed “Suggar‐daddy Syndrome” where young girls 
were da ng older men who gave them expensive gi s in ex‐
change for sex. She said these girls were at greater risk of con‐
trac ng HIV since they did not have equal status in the rela on‐
ship to advocate for the use of a condom. 

L‐R: Cllr Y Bamjee, Hon. M Mthimkhulu, Cllr N J Mpangase, Hon. 
K Theko, Speaker N P Nkonyeni and MEC Ina Cronje during the 

candle‐ligh ng ceremony 
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