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KWAZULU-Natal Health MEC Ms Nomagugu Simelane has thanked healthcare staff 
and organised labour for persevering despite challenges in the  system, saying 
efforts to secure more resources and improve the situation are ongoing. 
  
She was speaking the 9th Provincial Congress of the Democratic Nurses 
Organisation of South Africa (DENOSA), which is currently taking place in Durban.  
 
The three-day Congress is taking place under the theme: “Promoting Organisational 
Growth Through Innovative Practices Towards a Resilient Quality Healthcare 
System and Effective Member Servicing…” 
 
Addressing the delegates, MEC Simelane congratulated DENOSA, with a 
membership of more than 20 000 in the Province, for remaining steadfast in 
advocating for the rights, working conditions, and well-being of nurses across the 
province. 
 
“Your leadership and the voice you provide to your members is indispensable, 
especially as we face the challenges that currently exist within our health system. 
 
“The issues that your members are facing - whether it’s inadequate staffing, resource 
shortages, or the pressure of an overstretched healthcare system - are real and 
pressing. 
 
“We fully understand that these challenges put immense strain on the wellbeing of 
our healthcare workers, particularly nurses – your members – who are always on the 
frontlines,” she said. 
 
MEC Simelane lamented the financial challenges that the Department was facing, 
saying they resulted from the historical gross under-funding of the public health 
system, which needs to change. 
 
“This underfunding has had a direct impact on our budget, which has been 
consistently getting cut every financial year since 2019. 
 
“As a result, this has compromised our ability to deliver the quality healthcare 
services that we know are needed across the province. These challenges are further 
compounded by the broader economic situation in the country. 
 
“All of these realities have forced us to embark on cost-cutting measures, which have 
left our system struggling to meet the needs of a growing population.” 
 
She cited the ongoing challenge of wage increases not being fully factored into the 
department’s budget as another challenge that was adding further strain. 
 



“The situation has been so dire that we have often been forced to make difficult 
decisions—sometimes robbing Peter to pay Paul, so to speak, just to keep services 
running. We cannot carry on like this. 
 
“And I want to assure you, comrades, that we are doing everything we can to 
address these issues. We have had engagements with the Presidency, and we 
continue to engage with both provincial and national treasury, as well as the National 
Department of Health, to remedy this.” 
 
Concluding her remarks, MEC Simelane asked the leadership of DENOSA to urge 
their members to always put their best foot forward, conduct themselves well, and 
treat patients with the love, care and respect that they deserve. 
"Please ask them to treat our patients the way they'd want themselves or their 
relatives to be treated."  
 
ENDS 
 


