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KZN MEC FOR HEALTH CALLS FOR CALM AS DISRUPTION OF SERVICES HITS
CATHERINE BOOTH HOSPITAL AMID COMMUNITY UNREST

KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health, Ms. Nomagugu Simelane has expressed deep concern over
the ongoing disruption of services and public access to Catherine Booth Hospital in the
KwaKhoza Reserve, Gingindlovu, near Amatikulu in the King Cetshwayo District.

The disruption follows protracted community unrest in the area, which has severely impacted
the hospital’s operations.

According to reports from district management, the community protests began on Monday,
17 February 2025. The protests are reportedly driven by grievances related to the lack of
housing and inadequate road infrastructure in the area, issues that fall outside the scope of
health service delivery.

During the unrest, the community members dug up and damaged the main access road to the
hospital, effectively blocking hospital suppliers, staff, and patients from entering or exiting
the facility. As a result, those inside the hospital, including patients and healthcare workers,
have been stranded for days, unable to go home.

MEC Simelane has weighed in on the severity of the situation, expressing deep concern about
this unfortunate development.

“We are indeed concerned about this situation. While we do not take the demands of the
community lightly, nothing can ever justify disrupting access to a hospital, a place that deals
with urgent and critical matters of life and death.

"Of particular concern is our inability to provide adequate nutrition to patients, as catering
supply trucks have been unable to access the hospital. As the only health facility in the area,
this disruption poses a significant risk to the provision of essential health services to the
community,” she said.

She further added, “ We are engaging with Sister government departments to explore
immediate risk management interventions to ensure that patients, staff, and critical supplies
can reach the hospital without further delay,” said MEC Simelane.



The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health has, in the meantime, called for calm and urged
the community to allow the restoration of services while the relevant government
departments work to address the underlying issues.
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