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KWAZULU-Natal Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane has reaffirmed her commitment to open 
and transparent dialogue with key stakeholders in the healthcare sector, following a highly 
constructive engagement with the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) and the KwaZulu-Natal 
Christian Council. 
 
The meeting was held at the Department’s provincial headquarters Natalia Building in 
Pietermaritzburg on Wednesday, and took place amid a spirit of mutual respect and 
collaboration, with engagements between the MEC, as well as the TAC’s Mzamo Zondi and 
the KZN CC’s Dr Themba Khanyile. 
 
Several pressing issues were tackled, including the significant impact of budgetary cuts on 
healthcare service delivery in the province. 
 
Over the past five years, the Department has faced a crippling reduction of its budget by 
more than R8 billion, severely hampering its ability to hire more healthcare workers, build 
much-needed clinics and hospitals, and increase its fleet of ambulances, to mention but a 
few. 
 
MEC Simelane did not shy away from acknowledging these challenges, emphasising that 
despite financial constraints, the Department remains resolute in its mission to provide 
quality healthcare. 
 
"We recognize that the challenges we face are substantial, but we remain committed to 
finding solutions. The TAC is a vital partner in the fight for equitable healthcare, and this 
engagement is proof of our open-door policy and commitment to hearing all voices and 
working together to address systemic issues," she said. 
 
One of the key outcomes of the meeting was an agreement to convene a provincial summit 
for people living with HIV, a long-standing priority for the MEC. 
 
The summit will address, among other issues, the 261,000 people currently on antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) who are not virally suppressed, as well as the 252,000 individuals lost to 
follow-up treatment in the Province. 
 
It will also focus on tackling the persistent stigma surrounding HIV, as well as ensuring better 
healthcare access for the LGBTQI+ community. 
 
"This summit is something I have long wanted to host, but our efforts were disrupted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Now, we must move forward with urgency to confront these pressing 
matters head-on," MEC Simelane said. 
 



TAC KZN’s Mzamo Zondi welcomed the discussion, describing it as an opportunity to gain 
deeper insights into the Department’s challenges and strengthen advocacy for increased 
and equitable healthcare funding. 
 
“We are pleased that the MEC made a complete disclosure of the state of the Department’s 
finances. She gave a frank and detailed assessment of the state of the province’s health 
system, and we are expecting the acting HOD to share with us the Department’s turnaround 
strategy. We are also glad that the Department will take steps to ensure the rapid and 
ongoing distribution of pharmaceutical supplies to healthcare facilities.” 
 
Mr Zondi stressed the urgent need for government to prioritise health, citing the swift 
mobilisation of resources during the COVID-19 pandemic as proof that funding can be found 
when the political will exists. 
 
"If resources could be mobilised to fight COVID-19, surely government can find more funding 
to address the challenge of under-funding and strengthen the health system," said Zondi. 
"More must be done to fast-track the implementation of the National Health Insurance (NHI) 
so that healthcare is no longer treated as a commodity that is available and accessible only 
to the wealthy." 
 
The meeting also underscored the mutual recognition between the Department and TAC that 
healthcare advocacy and service delivery go hand in hand. 
 
Mr Zondi clarified that while the TAC remains a critical watchdog, engaging with the 
Department in this fashion does not equate to leniency. 
 
"Where we must criticise we will, but when you do well, we will applaud you. This is about 
strengthening relations because, at the end of the day, we all have the same goal: ensuring 
quality healthcare for the people of KwaZulu-Natal." 
 
MEC Simelane welcomed this principled approach, reiterating her commitment to working 
closely with all stakeholders who share the vision of a healthier province. 
 
"We will continue to engage with organisations like TAC and the faith-based community and 
others because healthcare is not just a government responsibility, but a societal one. Indeed, 
by working together, we can achieve more." 
 
The upcoming HIV summit is expected to take place later this year, marking another 
significant step in addressing critical health challenges and reaffirming KwaZulu-Natal’s 
commitment to equitable and accessible healthcare for all. 
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