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KZN MEC FOR HEALTH LEADS IMPROMPTU MEDIA TOUR TO WENTWORTH
HOSPITAL TO ADDRESS MEDICATION STOCK LEVEL CONCERNS

KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health, Nomagugu Simelane, today led an impromptu media tour to
Wentworth Hospital to address concerns regarding medication and pharmaceutical stock
levels, which have been widely publicised in both traditional and social media.

Over the past two weeks, exaggerated and misleading reports have suggested that the
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health have run out of medication until 1 April 2025. MEC
Simelane used the opportunity to provide clarity on the matter, addressing not only the
medication stock levels but also other key issues affecting the Department, including the
water situation at Prince Mshiyeni Memorial Hospital which is back to normal.

During a media briefing, MEC Simelane emphasised the Department’s commitment to
transparency and keeping the public informed about developments impacting healthcare
services in the province.

“We remain committed to ensuring transparency and keeping the public informed on
developments that affect healthcare services in the province. Our facilities maintain an 89%
medicine stock availability rate, through our Provincial Pharmacy Supply Depot (PPSD) and
down to facilities level, which is within acceptable operational standards,” she said.

MEC Simelane acknowledged that occasional shortages do occur, often due to supplier-
related delays beyond the Department’s control. In such cases, the Department ensures the
provision of alternatives.

“We are actively working with suppliers to mitigate these disruptions and ensure
uninterrupted access to essential medicines. We want to assure the public that healthcare
services in KwaZulu-Natal remain operational, and most medications are available. We are
continuously working to improve service delivery,” she added.

MEC Simelane stated that the shortage of normal Rifampicin, a TB medication was due to
the manufacturer’s challenges but said that the department does have an alternative.

The MEC also corrected a report by a major media house which incorrectly claimed she had
admitted to the Department’s “failure” to procure medication in December and January 2024.
She explained that what she had in fact said was that the Department had ordered and
received medication as usual, but was unable to pay for its suppliers on time due to its
ongoing financial challenges. “We do not procure on an immediate payment basis, so even if
we paid late, it did not mean we did not get the medication.”

The MEC commended healthcare workers for their dedication and tireless efforts in serving
the people of KwaZulu-Natal.



“As a Department, we remain committed to overcoming the challenges we face and ensuring
the continued delivery of quality healthcare services. We call upon the public to work with
us, remain informed, and support our efforts to strengthen the health system,” she said.

MEC Simelane urged individuals experiencing challenges with medication availability to
contact the Department at 033 395 2279 or use the WhatsApp line at 082 314 1167.
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