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*KWAZULU-NATAL MEC FOR HEALTH CONDUCTS A VISIT TO PRINCE 
MSHIYENI MEMORIAL HOSPITAL TO ADDRESS WATER SUPPLY CHALLENGES* 
 
 
DURBAN: This afternoon, KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health, Nomagugu Simelane, 
conducted a site visit to Prince Mshiyeni Memorial Hospital to address the critical issue of 
water supply at the facility. She was accompanied by her senior management team and 
officials from eThekwini Water and Sanitation. 
 
The visit follows a week-long water supply situation at the hospital, caused by water 
rationing by the City, which has left several sections of the uMlazi township in south Durban 
without water. Both the Department of Health and the City officials acknowledged that the 
situation has been dire and could have been mitigated to avoid risking patients' lives at the 
hospital. The water shortages have led to the postponement of certain surgeries, forcing the 
hospital to implement alternative plans. 
 
A high-level meeting concluded that the eThekwini Municipality will continue to supply 
additional water using tankers while allowing water pressure to build up in the system. The 
Department of Health has also implemented contingency measures to ensure patient care, 
hygiene, and staff welfare remain prioritised. These measures include utilising the hospital's 
"Jojo" tanks, providing septic tanks, and ensuring critical areas such as the maternity ward do 
not run out of water. 
 
Since the first day of the water supply disruption, the Department has deployed  water tankers 
across the province to ensure the continued availability of water. 
 
Simelane also poured cold water on reports that the facility had been plunged to huge safety 
hazards and unhygienic situation. A report by the Hospital CEO did not find that any health 
and safety measures were compromised. 
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