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KZN HEALTH RESPONDS TO WEEKEND ACCIDENTS IN KING CETSHWAYO
DISTRICT AND MOURNS LOSS OF STAFF MEMBER

The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health expresses deep sadness following two separate
and tragic motor vehicle accidents that occurred this weekend in the King Cetshwayo District
one of which claimed the life of a staff member.

In the early hours of Sunday morning, District Management received devastating news of a
motor vehicle accident on the highway between Richards Bay and Empangeni. The accident
involved two doctors employed at Ngwelezana Hospital and a relative of one of the doctors.
The vehicle, carrying all three individuals, crashed at approximately 01h00.

Tragically, one of the doctors, a Medical Officer in the Department of Anaesthesia, along
with the relative, succumbed to their injuries at the scene. The second doctor sustained
serious injuries and is currently receiving care at Ngwelezana Hospital. The families of all
affected individuals have been informed.

At approximately 06h00 the same morning, a second accident occurred on the N2 highway
involving a truck and a light delivery vehicle. This accident claimed the lives of eight
individuals.

Ngwelezana Hospital’s Emergency Medical Unit responded to a total of 24 casualties from
both incidents. Fourteen patients have since been discharged, three remain admitted, and two
were taken to theatre for urgent life-and limb-saving procedures. Six patients are currently
under assessment at the Emergency Medical Unit.

KwaZulu-Natal Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane has extended heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved families, including the staff and community of Ngwelezana Hospital.

"The loss of a doctor is one too many, especially given the challenges we face regarding
healthcare human resources. This is a profound loss to the public health sector and further
widens the gap we are striving to close.

I also extend my wishes for a speedy recovery to the injured doctor and all other patients
receiving treatment,” said MEC Simelane.

She also commended all healthcare professionals who responded swiftly and provided quality
care to those affected by the accidents.
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