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Today, the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health joins millions of South Africans and
the global community in commemorating Workers’ Day, a day that stands as a
powerful reminder of the sacrifices, struggles, and victories of workers across
generations.

As the Department, we acknowledge that our health system functions because of the
dedication, resilience, and professionalism of our workers, from nurses and doctors,
to porters, cleaners, administrative staff, paramedics, and community health workers.
You are the backbone of our public healthcare system.

A Healthy and Professional Workforce is essential for building a Capable, ethical and
developmental Provincial government

We honour not only your labour, but your humanity. It is our responsibility, and our
mission, to ensure that workplaces are safe, dignified, and empowering
environments. Worker wellness must never be a footnote, it must be central to how
we build and strengthen the health system.

The ANC government has a proud and historic relationship with the workers of this
country. Our liberation struggle was powered by the working class, and since 1994,
this government has remained committed to improving the lives of workers through
progressive labour legislation, social protections, and public investment in services.

Trade unions have been and remain essential partners in this journey. Our unions
have been steady in their commitment to protect, advance, and amplify the voices of
healthcare workers. We express our deepest gratitude for your tireless advocacy and
for the role you continue to play in ensuring accountability, fairness, and worker
empowerment.

We urge all workers and union leaders to continue engaging with the Department
and Government structures to resolve issues through dialogue and collaboration. We
believe that internal mechanisms, used in good faith, are the most constructive path
forward for resolving disputes and improving workplace conditions.

As the MEC for Health, | pledge to get even closer to the workers on the ground, to
listen, to learn, and to act. We will continue our efforts to address longstanding



challenges, from staff shortages to infrastructure concerns, and we commit to
improving communication between leadership and employees at all levels.

Together, let us honour Workers’ Day by recommitting to a health system that
reflects the professionalism, good work ethics and commitment to serve by every
member of the health workforce.

Long live the spirit of Workers’ Day! Long live!
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