














MOBILE Digital X-Rays:

e \We are pleased to announce that, working with our development partners, we are now at an advanced
stage of procuring four Mobile Digital Chest X-Rays, which will operate at Harry Gwala, UMzinyathi,
llembe and Zululand Districts. We are expecting delivery of these in September.

e As a Department, we will also be procuring two of these vehicles, which will add to the four above.
e This will bring to 10 the number of these innovative Mobile Chest X-Rays in the Province of KwaZulu-Natal.
e These devices are extremely effective in finding TB in people who don’t have any symptoms.

e They will enable early detection of the disease, which is critical in preventing the spread of TB and
improving its treatment outcomes.

e These units will also reduce the need for patients from these districts to travel long distances, often at
great cost and inconvenience - to access basic imaging services.

e Qurintention is to add to these vehicles every financial year, so that eventually every district in the
Province has a Mobile Chest X-Ray.

15. OUR RESPONSE TO HIV AND AIDS: INTENSIFYING THE “CLOSE
THE GAP” CAMPAIGN

e Honourable Members, one of the key priorities for our Department this year is to close the gap in HIV and
TB treatment continuity.

e Too many of our people start treatment but do not stay on treatment, which places their lives and those of
others at risk.

e Through our “Close the Gap” campaign, which was launched by Health Minister Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, we
are working to bring back at least 117,000 people in KwaZulu-Natal who have stopped taking their
treatment.

e This campaign is a bold but necessary target that speaks to our commitment to saving lives and restoring
hope.

e \We are using community health workers, tracing teams, and improved patient data to re-engage with
those lost to care.

e This is not just a health intervention — it is a human mission to give our people a second chance at life.

OVERCOMING TREATMENT FATIGUE:

e We are also seeing rising treatment fatigue, especially among patients with chronic conditions like HIV,
diabetes, and hypertension.

¢ |n this regard, we are strengthening adherence counselling and psycho-social support, to help patients
stay on treatment.

ACCESS TO CHRONIC TREATMENT AND ENSURING TREATMENT ADHERENCE:

e As alluded to before, our “lkhemisi Eduze Nawe programme,” ensures that stable patients receive
medication without visiting healthcare facilities, and contributes to our vision of a Long and Healthy Life for
the citizens of KZN.

e The number of patients enrolled under this programme now stands at 1.72 million, which is up from 1.02
million in 2019.

THE IMPORTANCE OF HIV / AIDS MESSAGING:

e Honourable Chairperson, we know that communication is as important as treatment in the fight against
HIV and AIDS.
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e That is why we’re once again refreshing our messaging to stay relatable, especially for young people.
e QOur bold campaigns have resonated with the public, including slogans like:

“Noma ngabe ucosha u-1 osheshayo, Dwadla i-Condom ukuze ugabhe i-Ghost!”

“Ukuphusha ngo-Brown kuzokufaka e-Ghostinil #Fak’ i-Condom...”

e \We will continue using creative, and culturally relevant messaging to break stigma and encourage safe
behaviour.

16. WE WILL LAUNCH AN ANTI-VAPING CAMPAIGN:

¢ Honourable Chairperson, we are deeply concerned about the alarming rise in vaping among young
people, including high school learners.
e Many are misled into believing that vaping is harmless, when in fact it poses serious and real health risks.
e This growing trend represents a silent epidemic that threatens the wellbeing of our youth.
e The problem is worsened by aggressive marketing that falsely portrays vaping as a safer alternative to
smoking.
e As aresult, vaping is becoming increasingly prevalent among young adults and adolescents; particularly
in schools.
e We therefore emphasise that vaping is a dangerous practice, with serious health consequences, which
include:
= Addiction
= Lung damage
= Increased heart rate
= Mental health challenges
¢ Inresponse, we will soon launch a dedicated campaign to raise awareness about the dangers of vaping,
as well as drug and alcohol abuse.

e The campaign will aim to debunk harmful myths, present science-based facts, and empower young
people through school outreach, social media platforms, and community dialogues.

17. ELEVATING WOMEN’S HEALTH

e Honourable Chairperson, we remain committed to women’s health and youth empowerment through
focused programmes that tackle maternal health, teenage pregnancy, GBV and HIV.

e To fight teenage pregnancy, school dropouts, and the spread of STls, including HIV, we will be rebranding
our Adolescent and Youth Friendly Services into “Youth Zones.”

e These are safe, youth-focused spaces in health facilities, offering dedicated time and support from trained
healthcare workers.

This new approach includes:
= 257 Youth Zones across the province;
= 147 Youth Clubs for peer-led dialogues;
= 82 Groundbreakers in schools and clinics, creating demand for services.

e We’'re also using our “Hub of Hope” centres in community spaces like war rooms and churches - offering
comprehensive reproductive health services, including contraceptives, pregnancy tests, mental health
support, and post-rape care.

e We've appointed Youth Coordinators in four districts, and will be adding five Youth Managers soon; with
plans to roll them out to all 11 districts.
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To further boost the health of women in this Province, we will be intensifying awareness, screening, and
testing for cervical cancer, breast cancer, and uterine cancer - ensuring early detection and access to care.

Through all of these efforts, we are building a generation of informed, empowered, and healthy young
people, especially young women, who can lead and thrive.

18. STRENGTHENING MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH IN KZN:

Honourable Members, maternal and child health remains a top priority for us.

To reduce maternal deaths caused by excessive bleeding after childbirth, we’ve introduced the
“Materna-Well” Tray. This is a simple, life-saving tool that measures blood loss immediately after delivery,
enabling early intervention.

We piloted this innovation at four of our hospitals, which were Osindisweni, Northdale, Benedictine, and
Vryheid.
This was part of an international trial, where we represented South Africa.

Following its success, 1,000 trays have been distributed to hospitals across all 11 districts. Already, a
decline in severe bleeding cases has been reported.

In addition, our Midwife-led Birth Units (OMBUSs) at Prince Mshiyeni and Newcastle Hospitals are helping
manage low-risk deliveries effectively, and we plan to expand this model as soon as resources are
available.

19. INTENSIFYING EFFORTS TO ELEVATE MEN’S HEALTH:

Honourable Chairperson, a few years ago, in this august House, we made a commitment to elevate
men’s health.

We made a commitment to challenge harmful notions about masculinity that have held many men back,
from seeking help when they are not feeling well.

We rejected the notion that "Indoda Ayikhali*, and made it our mission to ensure men receive the
healthcare they need, and without stigma.

We also questioned the idea that men must be generally expected to die early, or be the first ones to die
in the family...

This was not because we want women to be the ones who die, but because we want a longer life
expectancy for both men and women.

Today, | am proud to announce that we have now established 129 Men-Friendly facilities across the
province, making healthcare more accessible to men.

These clinics operate on flexible hours, with some even offering extended hours and weekend services.

For example, Kwa-Dabeka CHC provides services beyond regular hours, to better serve men in the area,
when they come back from work.

We have procured 8 mobile units for Amajuba, Zululand, King Cetshwayo, uThukela, uMgungundlovu,
Harry Gwala, and two for eThekwini District.

These mobile units are functional and have improved access to men’s health services in male-dominated
areas, such as hostels, industries, farms, the taxi industry, and institutions of higher learning.
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20. STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY-BASED PRIMARY HEALTHCARE:
CHAMPIONING INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY HEALTH THROUGH
ISIBHEDLELA KUBANTU, QO-QO0-QO, SIKHULEKILE EKHAYA;
IKHOSOMBA LAMAJITA/ISIBAYA SAMADODA, AND OTHERS...

Honourable Chairperson, as a Department, we are firmly guided by the belief that Primary Health Care
must be about taking services to where people live, work, and go to school.

e S0, we are re-engineering Primary Health Care to be proactive, not reactive.

We want our healthcare system to be preventative, rather than curative.

This is therefore the most practical and cost-effective way of building a healthier society and preventing
avoidable illnesses before they become emergencies.

That is why we continue to roll out our innovative and people-centred outreach initiatives such as
Isibhedlela Kubantu; Qo-Qo-Qo, Sikhulekile Ekhaya; Imbizo YezeMpilo; and Isibaya Samadoda, also
known as Ikhosomba Lamajita in the townships.

e These programmes are a tangible expression of a government that listens, responds, and brings quality
care directly to the doorstep of every citizen, especially those in rural and underserved areas.

21. HELPING THOSE WITH A DISABILITY COPE BETTER:

e As we confront the rising burden of non-communicable diseases, which often lead to long-term
complications and disability, it becomes even more critical to ensure that those who are affected receive
the care, support, and dignity that they deserve.

e This is where the work of our Disability Unit becomes so important.

¢ In this regard, our Disability Unit served more than 880,000 individuals during the 2024/25 financial year,
providing more than 4,700 wheelchairs and nearly 4000 hearing aids, while extending services to more
than 45,000 people through community programmes.

e | ooking ahead to the 2025/26 financial year, the Disability Unit plans to expand its services further
through various strategic partnerships.

22. SAVING MILLIONS OF RAND TO SAVE MORE LIVES: STRATEGIES
TO REDUCE OUR MEDICO-LEGAL BILL ARE BEARING FRUIT...

e Honourable Chairperson, we’ve made significant progress in reducing the cost of medico-legal claims,
which have drained the Department’s finances for years.

e \We are providing rehabilitative services and ongoing medical care to children with cerebral palsy and other
disabilities at our centres of excellence.

e These centres are located at Victoria Mxenge, KZN Children’s Hospital in eThekwini, Grey’s Hospital in
Umgungundlovu, and Ngwelezane Hospital in King Cetshwayo District.

e We have realised some major savings from some of our litigation cases, such as the:

R14.2 million saved through a court ruling in our favour;
. R6 million that was saved when a claim was dismissed due to non-compliance;

Over R294 million saved by archiving 19 cases that were dormant. This refers to cases where a file
has been inactive for 24 months from the date of the issuing of summons, and no further steps have
been taken by the plaintiff.
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é3. FORENSIC PATHOLOGY SERVICES: GIVING OPTIMUM CARE TO )
FELLOW COMPATRIOTS, FROM THE CRADLE TO THE GRAVE

e Honourable Chairperson, we are focused on improving our Forensic Pathology Services (FPS), as part of
our mandate to preserve the chain of evidence for criminal cases.

e We are also continuously addressing infrastructure issues such as refrigerators and air-conditioning in
autopsy rooms, ensuring the right conditions for this critical work.

e \We have also implemented an action plan to speed up the process of handling unclaimed bodies and
co-ordinating pauper’s burials with the relevant stakeholders.

e As aresult of this action plan, we have reduced the number of bodies for pauper burials from more than
1400 to well below 50%.

e Furthermore, we now have six refrigerated disaster trucks that can carry eight, 10, and 12 bodies —
particularly during disasters or events that result in multiple fatalities.
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As | conclude, | wish to express my deepest gratitude to all
our stakeholders and development partners for their support
in helping us respond to the healthcare needs of the people of
KwaZulu-Natal.

To our senior management team, led by our Acting Head of
Department, Mrs Penny Msimango, thank you for your tireless
commitment and service to this province.

To the dedicated staff of the KZN Health Ministry, and everyone
who worked behind the scenes to prepare this Budget Speech,
your efforts are truly appreciated.

| also want to thank the people of KwaZulu-Natal for walking
this journey with us. Thank you for taking charge of your health,
for heeding our call to help prevent diseases, for getting tested
to know your health status, and for seeking help early, when it
matters most.

Together, we are building a stronger, healthier province.
#AsibeHealthyKZN

To my family...thank you for being my anchor.
Ngiyabonga kakhuiu!!!

KZN Health Budget Speech 2025/26



Chairperson, | thus present to you the 2025/26 budget as follows:

FOR VOTE 7, THE 2025/26 BUDGET ALLOCATION IS AS FOLLOWS:

PROGRAMME1 : ADMINISTRATION : R1,4 billion
PROGRAMME 2 DISTRICT HEALTH SERVICES : R 28,8 billion
PROGRAMME 3 EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES : R1,9 billion
PROGRAMME 4 PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL SERVICES : R13,9 billion
PROGRAMME 5 CENTRAL HOSPITAL SERVICES : R6,2 billion
PROGRAMME 6 HEALTH SCIENCES AND TRAINING  : R1,6 billion
PROGRAMME 7 HEALTH CARE SUPPORT SERVICES : R394 million
PROGRAMME 8 HEALTH FACILITIES MANAGEMENT  : R2 billion
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TOTAL : R 56, 2 BILLION
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