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MEC NOMAGUGU SIMELANE UNVEILS NEW R14 MILLION CT SCANNER AND
R11 MILLION WATER TREATMENT PLANT AT PRINCE MSHIYENI MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

The KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health, Ms Nomagugu Simelane, has officially unveiled
two major infrastructure projects at Prince Mshiyeni Memorial Hospital; a state-of-
the-art R14 million 128-slice CT scanner, and a newly constructed R11 million water
treatment plant.

The launch event was marked by jubilation and ululation from staff and community
members, signalling a new chapter in the hospital’s commitment to quality
healthcare.

The 128-slice CT scanner, which arrived on Monday, 2 June 2025, represents a
significant milestone in the hospital’s journey to modernise medical equipment. It
replaces the ageing 16-slice scanner, whose parts had become obsolete, and
introduces faster, high-resolution imaging that will drastically reduce diagnostic
backlogs and improve turnaround times.

MEC Simelane hailed the arrival of the scanner as a vital component of the
Department’s broader strategy to modernise healthcare infrastructure and integrate
cutting-edge technology in the province’s public hospitals.

“As the healthcare fraternity, we are concerned about the sharp global increase in
cancer cases — globally, across the African continent, in South Africa, and right here
in KwaZulu-Natal,” said MEC Simelane.

“The importance of early detection cannot be overstated, particularly when it comes
to cancer, which is a disease that spreads quickly. Every day counts. Early diagnosis
leads to better treatment outcomes. This CT scanner enables quicker detection,
faster treatment initiation, and ultimately, better survival rates especially for cancer
patients.” she said.

As the largest hospital in KwaZulu-Natal and the third-largest in the country, Prince
Mshiyeni Memorial Hospital plays a critical role in delivering health services to the
people of Umlazi and surrounding areas. The facility, which has 1,075 beds and



treats more than 1,500 outpatients daily, serves an estimated two million residents in
the southern eThekwini region.

The new CT scanner is already improving service delivery in high-pressure
departments such as oncology, trauma, internal medicine, and surgery enabling
quicker scans, shorter queues, and more precise diagnostics. Since going live on 24
June 2025, the scanner has already benefitted over 107 patients.

In addition to the CT scanner, MEC Simelane also unveiled the hospital’'s newly
constructed water treatment plant and boreholes, developed to provide a sustainable
and reliable water supply. This follows recent challenges with municipal water
supply, stemming from a burst 300mm pipe on the South Coast Bridge over the
Umlaas Canal damage attributed to the April 2022 KZN floods.

“Today also marks the official opening of the hospital’s new water purification plant,
which began construction on 19 March 2024,” said MEC Simelane.

“This facility became urgently necessary after tests showed that water from the
hospital’s borehole did not meet drinking water standards. The only viable solution
was to install a purification system to ensure that the water is safe for both human
consumption and medical use.”

The water treatment system provides a permanent alternative water source, helping
to reduce the impact of ongoing water outages and ensuring that essential health
services are not disrupted by infrastructure failures beyond the hospital’s control.
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