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MEC SIMELANE ANNOUNCES MAJOR EXPANSION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN
HLOBANE, ZULULAND DISTRICT

KwaZulu-Natal Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane has announced a significant step forward
in improving healthcare access in rural communities, with the planned upgrading of Vryheid
Hospital into a fully-fledged regional hospital said to be proceeding quite well.

MEC Simelane made the announcement today during the Isibhedlela Kubantu outreach
programme, held at Cliffdale Sportsfield in Ward 23, Hlobane, just outside Vryheid.

Isibhedlela Kubantu initiative is part of the Department’s ongoing efforts to alleviate deep-
rooted socio-economic disparities and long-standing barriers to healthcare such as poverty,
long travel distances, and affordability, that disproportionately affect rural communities.

“We want to make it clear that you are valued by your government,” said MEC Simelane.
"You deserve quality healthcare and proper infrastructure. You are part of the progress we
are building in this province.

"That is why we’ve made the decision to upgrade Vryheid Hospital from a district hospital to
a regional facility equipped with state-of-the-art medical technology and specialist services,"
said MEC Simelane.

The upgrade aims to reduce the burden on major hospitals such as Ngwelezane Hospital in
Empangeni, Grey’s Hospital in Pietermaritzburg, and Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central Hospital in
Durban. These are currently the only facilities offering specialist care for many rural
residents, forcing patients to travel long distances for critical health services.

“It was historically wrong that people in rural areas had to travel for days just to see a
medical specialist,” MEC Simelane said.

"It was unjust that only urban populations had access to top-tier medical equipment and
clinical experts. We are changing that. Everyone, regardless of where they live, deserves
access to decent and dignified healthcare.” she said.

MEC Simelane also helped facilitate the availability of a mobile clinic in the area, which is
much-needed. Thanks to her intervention, the mobile clinic will come every Fridays, starting
next week.

The MEC also raised concern over the rising incidence of non-communicable diseases,
particularly the Top 5 cancers, which are cancer of the breast, cervix, colon and rectum,
prostate, and cancer of the lungs. She used the platform to deliver an impromptu educational



session on the importance of disease prevention, early detection, and adherence to
treatment.

The Isibhedlela Kubantu programme continues to serve as a critical platform for delivering
healthcare services directly to communities, while also promoting health education and
engagement.
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