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LEUKEMIA IS NOT A DEATH SENTENCE, SAYS KZN MEC FOR HEALTH AS SHE 
DELIVERS A POWEFUL MESSAGE FOR WORLD LEUKEMIA DAY COMMEMMORATION  
 
KwaZulu-Natal Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane has delivered a powerful message of 
hope, resilience, and unity during her visit to Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central Hospital, which 
hosted a programme to commemorate World Leukemia Day on Friday. 
 
The day was commemorated globally on Thursday, 4 September 2025. 
 
Addressing patients, healthcare workers, and partners, MEC Simelane emphasised that, 
although leukemia is a serious illness, it is not a death sentence.  
 
She reaffirmed the Department’s commitment to not only fighting the disease medically but 
also breaking the stigma that too often surrounds it. 
 
“Leukemia is not a death sentence,” she declared. “To all our patients and families: I want to 
say this directly to you; you are not alone. If you notice unusual symptoms in your body, do 
not wait. Do not be ashamed. Do not hide. Seek help early," said MEC Simelane. 
 
Leukemia is a type of cancer that affects the blood-forming tissues, including the bone 
marrow, and is characterised by the rapid production of abnormal white blood cells, which 
are unable to perform their normal functions. Early detection and timely treatment for 
leukemia are critical for survival and quality of life. 
 
“You will find doctors, nurses, and specialists ready to stand with you, to walk the journey 
with you, and to fight with you. With treatment, support, and early intervention there is hope. 
Real hope,” she added. 
 
The MEC thanked all the organisations and partners who contributed to the success of the 
event and continue to play vital roles in supporting patients and their families. 
 
“Our work as government would not be possible without your support as our partners. This 
collaboration is the true fulfilment of the promise that healthcare is a human right, not a 
priviledge,” she said. 
 
Among those acknowledged was DKMS Africa, which is helping blood cancer patients find 
life-saving stem cell donors and giving them a second chance at life. The Childhood Cancer 
Foundation (CHOC) was recognised for walking a difficult but critical road alongside children 
and families facing cancer. Reach for a Dream Foundation was praised for its role in uplifting 
the spirits of children with life-threatening illnesses, reminding them that joy and hope are 
still within reach. 



 
Special tribute was also paid to Durban & Coastal Mental Health for their vital contributions 
to the emotional and psychological well-being of patients, which is a key but often 
overlooked aspect of healing. 
 
“This is the true power of Public-Private Partnerships,” said MEC Simelane. “It is only when 
we work together across sectors and across society that we can offer our people not just 
treatment, but care, compassion, and real chances at recovery.” 
 
MEC Simelane said cancer and leukemia can be beaten, but this requires everybody's 
shoulder on the wheel in terms of support. 
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