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KZN HEALTH MEC NOMAGUGU SIMELANE CLOSES WOMEN’'S MONTH WITH
GROUNDBREAKING WOMEN CANCER SCREENING AND OFFICIAL OPENING OF A
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE SUPPORT CENTRE

Following the resoundingly successful cervical and breast cancer screening campaign that
saw scores of women screened across Inanda, Ntuzuma KwaMashu and Phoenix. KwaZulu-
Natal Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane concluded Women’s Month with another powerful
stride toward women's health and empowerment.

On Saturday, MEC Simelane led two transformative events at Dr Pixley ka Isaka Seme
Memorial Hospital in KwaMashu; a mass cervical cancer screening drive and the official
opening of the Thuthuzela Care Centre (TCC), a vital one-stop facility for survivors of
gender-based violence.

The cervical cancer screening campaign, held in collaboration with key partners in the health
sector, offered a comprehensive women's health clinical package . It provided essential
services such as cervical cancer screening, breast examinations, reproductive health
counselling, and other preventive care interventions. The turnout was exceptional,
highlighting a growing awareness and demand for early detection and proactive healthcare
among women in the community.

Later in the day, MEC Simelane cut the ribbon on the Thuthuzela Care Centre, a sanctuary
of healing and justice for survivors of gender-based violence. Located within the Dr Pixley ka
Isaka Seme Memorial Hospital, the TCC is designed to deliver coordinated medical care,
psychosocial support, and legal assistance under one roof.

However, Simelane also used the platform to sound the alarm on a deeply concerning trend
emerging in the area; a rise in cases of abuse involving young boys. This, she said, calls for
urgent multi-sectoral intervention and an expansion of services at the TCC to ensure it is
inclusive and responsive to all survivors, regardless of gender or age.

"We cannot and will not ignore the escalating cases of abuse against young boys in our
communities. The opening of the Thuthuzela Care Centre marks a critical step in our
collective fight against gender-based violence, but it must evolve with the realities we face.
Every survivor, whether a woman or child, deserves justice, dignity, and access to quality
care. We will work hand-in-hand with law enforcement, the justice system, and civil society
to ensure that perpetrators are brought to book and that survivors are never left to walk their
journey alone," said MEC Simelane.



The twin initiatives not only marked a powerful close to Women’s Month but also reinforced
the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health's firm commitment to safeguarding and promoting
the health, dignity, and rights of women and vulnerable populations across the province.
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