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WELCOMING AND APPRECIATION

| greet you warmly on this very special day.

Naze nabahle... Ngicela nizishayele izandla

Ladies and gentlemen, what we see here today is a reflection of sacrifice, love, and
determination by our graduands.

The time to enjoy the fruits of your many sleepless nights, and your never-say-die attitude,
has finally come.

You have every reason to celebrate today, because we know how tough your curriculum is;
and just how much academic work you’ve had to do.

Your journey has entailed long nights of study, early mornings at the wards, endless pages
of textbooks, and hands-on practice that stretches from dawn to dusk.

It's a journey that tests the body... a journey that stretches the mind, and shapes the heart,
for the calling that awaits.

Equally, to the parents and families who are present with us today, your joy is also deeply
deserved.

Because, behind every gown that we see, there is a family that sacrificed, supported, and
carried their loved one all the way to this moment.

I think for all of that, you all deserve another round of applause.

HOW THE ANC’S ETHOS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND THE FREEDOM CHARTER FINDS
EXPRESSION IN TODAY’S GRADUATION CEREMONY:

We gather here to celebrate your personal achievements, and to also recognise the ANC’s
enduring commitment to social justice, equality, and the health of all South Africans.

The ANC'’s vision, which is grounded in the principles of the Freedom Charter, affirms that
every person has the right to education, work, and healthcare - and that no one should be
denied dignity or opportunity because of who they are or where they live.

The graduands that we are honouring today are living embodiments of this vision.

In your dedication to your work, you give life to the Freedom Charter’s promise that all South
Africans should have access to essential services and a quality of life that is fair and just.
Every patient that you care for, every life you touch, reflects the ongoing pursuit of the ideals
enshrined in our nation’s founding principles.

This celebration is therefore a reminder that the ANC’s struggle continues; and that it does
so in policy and legislation, as well as in the hands and hearts of those who serve our
people.

Through your hard work, you will be ensuring that quality healthcare reaches even the most
remote communities, restoring hope and dignity where it is most needed.

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUANDS ON THEIR BIG DAY:



This moment is indeed proof that discipline, hard work, and faith always lead to success.
Today, we are celebrating 430 nurses who have completed their journey of training.

We have 170 graduands in the R171 Diploma in Nursing; 259 in the Advanced Diploma in
Midwifery; and 1 person in the R425 Diploma in Nursing.

We also recognise and applaud the 33 ENAs and ENs who have advanced to the level of
Professional Nurse.

Twelve of them have achieved this through the Recognition of Prior Learning pathway,
showing that persistence always bears fruit.

The qualifications that you are getting today are a doorway to dignity, independence, and an
overall better life.

This year, 47 men are among the graduates.

While this is somewhat encouraging, this number remains far too small. But | will elaborate
on this later.

NURSING AS A CALLING...

Ladies and gentlemen, nursing is a calling that goes far deeper than the knowledge that is
taught in classrooms.

It is the courage to hold a hand that trembles with fear.

It is the ability to restore dignity when iliness has stripped it away.

It is the gift of hope to families who arrive at our hospitals with heavy hearts.

Every injection, every bandage, every kind word from a nurse to a patient or family member
carries the hope and power to change the course of someone’s life.

Therefore, your work can best be described as “The Lord’s work.”

ACKNOWLEDGING EXCELLENCE:

Of course, it would be remiss of us not to mention our lecturers and trainers, without whom
none of this would have been possible without the dedication of our lecturers and trainers.
Your hard work has guided our students to an outstanding overall pass rate of 97 percent,
which is an improvement on last year.

Siyanibonga kakhulu ngalokho.

| also wish to extend a special word of congratulations to Benedictine Campus, which has
once again led the way as the top-performing campus, followed by Madadeni and Addington
campuses.

Kusafanele siyivakashele isibhedlela i-Benedictine, sibone kahle ukuthi yini le abeyenzayo
eyenza bahlale bephuma phambili, ngoba abagali.

Lokhu kuzosisiza kakhulu, kugqugquzele nabanye.

But, overall, these results remind us that when passion and effort meet, excellence becomes
reality.

A NEW ADDITION: CELEBRATING EMS GRADUANDS

Ladies and gentlemen, today we also celebrate our 47 Emergency Care Assistants, who
have completed their Higher Certificate in Emergency Medical Care, after studying for the
duration of one year.

This number is made up of 12 women and 35 men, who have chosen one of the hardest and
most meaningful paths in healthcare.

This is further testimony of the changes and improvements that have been taking place in
Emergency Medical Care training in South Africa, over the past decade or so.



In terms of these changes, a number of old short courses are being replaced by degree-level
training, producing highly skilled Emergency Care Practitioners.

This shift is about saving lives, raising standards, and restoring dignity.

Our paramedics are now increasingly being trained in line with international standards, with
advanced skills to manage complex emergencies right where they happen.

It also creates proper career paths and ensures that whether you live in the city, a township,
or deep rural areas, you can count on world-class pre-hospital care.

So, once again, we congratulate our EMS graduands, who are often the first to respond
when people’s lives hang in the balance.

You carry with you “hospitals on wheels,” which are ready to bring life-saving care to the
most remote corners of KwaZulu-Natal.

A mother in distress, a child in crisis, a family struck by tragedy will look to you with hope.
Therefore, your courage and compassion will often mean the difference between life and
death.

It is critical that you are always prepared for this responsibility so that you execute your
duties effectively and efficiently.

THE ROLE OF NURSES AND EMS IN COMMUNITIES:

Our province continues to face challenges, from budget cuts, to issues of HIV, AIDS and TB;
maternal and child health; to chronic illnesses, road accidents and acts of violence that result
in injury and trauma.

You, our graduands, will stand at the frontline of these challenges.

You will be expected to bring healing to broken bodies, comfort to anxious families, and
dignity to people who feel forgotten.

Every patient you meet is someone’s parent, someone’s child, someone’s loved one.
Therefore, we call upon you to serve them with the same gentleness and respect that you
would wish for your own families.

ENCOURAGING A SPIRIT OF SERVICE:

As you begin your professional journey, we call upon you to always carry with you the values
of empathy, respect, integrity, and compassion.

Your work is a sacred calling that places you in the most intimate spaces of people’s lives.
So, we want you to be the nurse or paramedic who listens with patience, who comforts with
kindness, and who always leaves a patient feeling respected and valued.

A CALL TO SOCIETY TO PROTECT OUR HEALTHCARE PERSONNEL:

Across KwaZulu-Natal and our country, our healthcare personnel, especially paramedics,
face dangers that go far beyond the usual challenges of their work.

Too often, paramedics respond to hoax calls or emergencies only to be ambushed,
threatened, or physically attacked.

These are not isolated incidents.

Some of our staff have tragically cost lives, while others have left our dedicated staff with
deep emotional scars that last far beyond the shift.

We cannot accept a society where those who dedicate their lives to saving others are
themselves at risk.

Therefore, every attack on a healthcare worker is an attack on the community’s own health
and well-being.



The trauma that is endured by our staff - from the fear in those moments to the long-lasting
anxiety afterward - is a burden they should never have to bear while trying to save lives.

I call on every member of our communities to take ownership of the safety of our healthcare
personnel and the equipment that enables them to serve.

Protect our ambulances, protect hospitals, and protect those who run toward danger when
others flee.

Respect them, support them, and work with them, because when our healthcare workers are
safe, the people of KwaZulu-Natal are safer, too.

Let us commit, together, to a culture where the hands that heal are never met with harm;
where courage is met with gratitude; and where every nurse, doctor, and paramedic can
perform their duty without fear.

WE STILL NEED MORE MEN TO JOIN THE PROFESSION:

As | mentioned earlier, our healthcare system desperately needs on more young men to
embrace this noble profession.

For far too long, men have avoided nursing, and their absence leaves gaps in healthcare
delivery.

The presence of male nurses strengthens our system, making it more inclusive and more
responsive to male patients, who often need additional comfort and reassurance.

When men are underrepresented, patients may delay seeking care, miss screenings, or
struggle to discuss personal health concerns.

Communities lose opportunities to restore health, save lives, and strengthen families.
Increasing the number of male nurses brings a number of tangible benefits.

THE GAINS WE'VE RECENTLY MADE FROM OUR TARGETED MEN'S AND WOMEN’S
HEALTH AWARENESS PROGRAMMES:

Last week, we joined hands with communities in a Prostate Cancer Awareness Run.

Walking and running side by side with Prostate Cancer survivor Dumisani Pakkies was a
powerful reminder of the resilience and hope that we carry within us as human beings.

His story has touched many hearts and helped us elevate the conversation about
prostate cancer to a level where men can no longer ignore it.

In the same spirit, we recently hosted a Cervical Cancer Awareness Programme,
attended by more than 2 000 women.

On that day, women received life-saving information, and also underwent screening and
testing for other diseases.

This was a strong declaration that, when it comes to healthcare, we are leading from the
front and leaving nothing to chance.

Therefore, our message is simple: seeking help is an act of strength, not weakness.

Every man and every woman deserves the chance to live a long, healthy life - and to be
present for their families and communities.

And you, as nurses, have a critical role to play in making this a reality.



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE:

The demand for skilled healthcare workers continues to grow, and KwaZulu-Natal is
counting on you.

This graduation should not be the end of your learning journey, but only the beginning.

So, we want you to pursue further studies, embrace opportunities to specialise, and continue
to sharpen your skills.

You must continue being role models in your communities; and inspire young people to
follow your example; and to see healthcare as a path of service and pride.

CLOSING WORDS:

So, today we celebrate your triumph, which is not yours alone; but also belongs to your
families, communities, and to the entire province.

Your achievements have indeed strengthened our healthcare system and given hope to
many.

As you step forward, may you carry confidence, compassion, and courage.

May you serve with dignity and heart, and never lose sight of the sacred responsibility that
you carry.

Congratulations to all of you.

KwaZulu-Natal salutes you.

Go out there and make us proud.

THANK YOU

ENDS



