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KZN HEALTH MEC SIMELANE LAUDS TOP-PERFORMING BENEDICTINE CAMPUS,
HIGHLIGHTS CONCERN OVER LOW MALE PARTICIPATION IN NURSING AT
GRADUATION CEREMONY

PIETERMARITZBURG: The Benedictine Campus of the KwaZulu-Natal College of Nursing
(KZNCN) has once again emerged as the top-performing campus, earning high praise from
KwaZulu-Natal Health MEC Nomagugu Simelane during today’s joint graduation ceremony,
held at the Pietermaritzburg Showgrounds in uMgungundlovu.

The ceremony, hosted by the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health, celebrated graduates
from both the KZNCN and the KwaZulu-Natal College of Emergency Care (KZNCEC), in
recognition of their academic achievements and contributions to the healthcare sector.
MEC Simelane congratulated Benedictine Campus, based in Nongoma, for its continued
academic excellence, with Madadeni and Addington campuses following closely behind in
performance rankings.

“I wish to extend a special word of congratulations to Benedictine Campus,” said Simelane.
“We must consider visiting the campus to understand what they are doing differently to
remain at the top year after year. Learning from them could inspire and benefit other
campuses.”

She further noted that the graduates’ success is a testament to the power of commitment
and passion in achieving excellence.

“These results remind us that when passion and effort meet, excellence becomes reality.
This moment is proof that discipline, hard work, and faith always lead to success,” she said.

A total of 430 nursing graduates were honoured at the event, with qualifications including:
170 — R171 Diploma in Nursing

259 — Advanced Diploma in Midwifery

1 — R425 Diploma in Nursing

In addition 33 Enrolled Nursing Assistants (ENAs) and Enrolled Nurses (ENs) advanced to

the level of Professional Nurse 12 of these achieved the milestone through the Recognition
of Prior Learning (RPL) pathway, emphasising the value of persistence and lifelong learning.



The KZN College of Emergency Care also celebrated the graduation of 47 Emergency Care
Assistants, 12 women and 35 men, who successfully completed the one-year Higher
Certificate in Emergency Medical Care.

While encouraged by the inclusion of 47 male nursing graduates, MEC Simelane expressed
concern over the ongoing underrepresentation of men in the nursing profession.

“This number, while somewhat encouraging, remains far too low,” she said.

“Our healthcare system urgently needs more young men to embrace this noble and vital
profession. For too long, men have shied away from nursing and their absence creates
significant gaps in healthcare delivery.”

She emphasised the positive impact of male nurses, particularly in ensuring that male
patients feel comfortable, understood, and cared for.

“The presence of male nurses strengthens our system by making it more inclusive and
responsive. When men are underrepresented, male patients may delay seeking care or feel
hesitant to discuss sensitive health issues. Increasing the number of male nurses brings
real, tangible benefits to our healthcare services.”

MEC Simelane closed her address with a heartfelt message to the graduating nurses and
emergency care professionals, urging them to carry forward the core values of the
profession.

“The qualifications you receive today are more than certificates, they are doorways to
dignity, independence, and a better life. Always uphold the values of empathy, respect,
integrity, and compassion. Your work is a sacred calling that places you in the most
vulnerable spaces of people’s lives. Be the nurse or paramedic who listens with patience,
comforts with kindness, and ensures every patient feels respected and valued,” she said,
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