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KZN HEALTH MEC MS NOMAGUGU SIMELANE CONDEMNS MK PARTY FOR
DISRUPTING URGENT ISIBHEDLELA KUBANTU PROGRAMME IN MANDENI

KwaZulu-Natal Health MEC, Ms Nomagugu Simelane, has strongly condemned the
actions of the MK Party, whose members unlawfully disrupted a scheduled
Isibhedlela Kubantu outreach programme in Mandeni earlier today.

The programme - which provides vital, on-the-spot healthcare services to
communities, including screening, treatment initiation, chronic medication support,
and health education - had attracted scores of residents who came seeking
assistance.

However, the event had to be cancelled in the interests of public safety after MK
Party members stormed the venue, chanted political slogans, and issued threats.
Their behaviour created a hostile and unsafe environment, forcing community
members, including the sick and elderly, to leave without receiving the essential
health services they had travelled for.

MEC Simelane described the incident as “deeply irresponsible, anti-community, and
a direct attack on the constitutional right of our people to access healthcare.”

She said: “It is utterly unacceptable that a political organisation would deliberately
disrupt a non-political, life-saving health programme purely to score political points.
The Department was in Mandeni to serve the people...nothing more, nothing less.
Instead, vulnerable residents were intimidated and prevented from receiving the
healthcare they urgently needed,” said the MEC.

She added that Isibhedlela Kubantu has been rolled out across the province
precisely because many communities struggle with transport costs, long distances to
facilities, and long-standing health backlogs.

“To interfere with such a programme is to undermine the health and wellbeing of the
very people political parties claim to represent. No political grievance can justify
threatening the safety of patients, healthcare workers, and government officials,”
MEC Simelane added.



The MEC confirmed that the Department is assessing the full impact of the disruption
and will reschedule the Mandeni programme as soon as it is safe to do so. Security
assessments will also be strengthened to ensure similar incidents do not
compromise future outreach efforts.

The Department of Health remains committed to delivering equitable, accessible
healthcare to all communities, without fear, favour, or political interference.
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